
From Artificial Intelligence to Human-Centered AI: Vision, Attention and Multimodal 

Understanding 

Artificial intelligence is rapidly changing how machines perceive, interpret and interact with 

the world. This talk provides an accessible introduction to the principles behind modern AI, 

exploring how learning from data has evolved from solving individual tasks to integrating 

multiple sources of information. We will then move from general-purpose AI to human-

centered approaches, asking what it means for a machine not only to see, but also to 

model attention, emotion and physiological signals. Through examples drawn from 

computer vision, affective computing and multimodal learning, the talk will highlight both 

the opportunities and the challenges involved in developing AI systems capable of 

understanding people and operating meaningfully in real-world contexts. 


