
Luigi Nicolais: Academic, Political and Institutional Legacy 

Giuseppe Mensitieri – University of Naples Federico II, Department of Chemical, Materials 

and Productionengineering 

 

Luigi (Gino) Nicolais was a highly prominent academic, held positions of great importance in politics 

and public institutions and was, above all, a great innovator.  

Gino has been one of the most influential world scientists in Polymer Science and Technology, 

Composites and Biomaterials. His scientific work in the field of Materials Science and Technology 

represents an extraordinarily significant contribution that has profoundly shaped the development of 

this discipline. From his analysis of the behavior of polymers and polymer composites in the 1970s, 

to his chemorheological studies on thermosets in the 1990s, and, more recently, to nanocomposites 

and materials for biomedical applications, his research has been characterized by remarkable 

methodological consistency and a constant capacity for innovation. 

During his career in public service, he has held, among other positions, the office of Minister for 

Reforms and Innovation in Public Administration, President of the National Research Council - CNR, 

Member of Parliament and Regional Councilor for Research for the Campania Region.  

He dedicated the last part of his life as Founder of technology districts and Venture Builder. 

This brief presentation traces the key milestones of his academic career and his service to the 

institutions. It is a tribute to his research, innovation and institutional activities and aims to highlight 

his role as a bridge between research and society, uniting three fundamental dimensions: Knowledge 

development, Public ethics, and Concrete action. 

He has always promoted Engineering for a sustainable future with a responsibility to support and 

drive progress by enabling a development model that meets the needs of the present generation 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

 


