
 

The role of research, materials, and manufacturing in EU competitiveness, with a focus on 
electrochemical storage 

 

The role of the research community is crucial in achieving the level of competitiveness needed 
to ensure continental sovereignty in key areas such as Energy and Advanced Materials, which 
are of focal relevance to the work of ENEA (Italian National Agency for New Technologies, 
Energy and Sustainable Economic Development). 
Within the strategic context of the circular economy transition — currently bound by heavy 
geopolitical constraints such as access to critical raw materials and China's dominance in the 
battery sector — excellence in research takes on a vital new meaning in supporting industry. 
Specifically, it must drive efforts to: 
-Accelerate innovation across the value chain. 
-Shorten the materials development cycle from 10 down to 4–5 years. 
-Support the training of a highly skilled workforce. 
This talk discusses the current state of play, core concepts, and practical trajectories, 
examining the relevant value chain with a special focus on the Battery sector. 
 


