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Pietro Calandra was born in Palermo in 1975.

In 1998 he graduated (5-years academic course) in Chemistry with first class honours. His thesis was
“Synthesis and physico-chemical characterisation of ZnS nanoparticles in w/o microemulsions”. After his
graduation he won many scholarships abroad, where he carried out research on single and multiple ionisation
processes of molecules in gas-phase (University College London, UK 1998-1999) and computational material
science and molecular dynamics (Exeter and Oxford UK, 2001).

In 2002 he became the Chemist of the Regional Agency for the Environmental Protection of Sicily
(A.R.P.A. Sicilia) head office. He developed skill in laboratory activities, on the use of analytical
instrumentations, on metrology, on the measurement uncertainty, and on the quality control of laboratory
management so in 2003 he achieved the qualification for the application of the quality control in laboratories
of analysis (UNI CEI EN ISO/IEC 17025). In the same year (2003) he completed his PhD in Chemical
Sciences.

Afterword, he started working as a professor of several university courses (physical chemistry, solid
state physical chemistry, laboratory of programming and calculus).

In 2008, after a 7-years period at the A.R.P.A. Sicilia head office, he started working as a researcher
for the National Council of Research.

In 2013 he took his second degree in Physics cum laude.

In 2014 and in 2019 he published two books of scientific journalism "La Mela di Newton" and «Elio
era nel pallone» with the aim of render the scientific topics more easy-to-understand to young students.

Since 2016 he has been guest in several TV programs (RAI NEWS 24, RAI3, TV 2000) and in radio
programs for scientific popularization (Radio Cusano Campus). He also cooperated with RAI with a short-
term contract.

His research activity has covered several fields of physical chemistry: nanoparticle synthesis and
characterization, molecular self-assembly, mesoporous systems and, more recently, behaviour of matter under
intense electric fields (electrorheology and electrospray) and above all complex behaviour of surfactant-based
liquid mixtures. He has more than 140 articles published in peer-reviewd scientific journals with H-index 40.



