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Diego Colombara is Associate Professor of Inorganic Chemistry at the University of Genova (Italy). His 
Master studies in Italy and UK focused on solid state chemistry and metallurgy, with emphasis on 
phase equilibria, crystallography and alloys microstructure. His doctorate at the University of Bath 
(UK) was devoted to the synthesis and photoelectrochemical characterization of Earth-abundant 
chalcogenides for PV applications by electroplating and reactive annealing, as well as by chemical 
vapour transport (EPSRC-funded project SUPERGEN, 2008-2012). Hid PhD advisor was Prof. Laurie M. 
Peter, pioneer of semiconductor (photo)electrochemistry. DC acquired 5 years of postdoctoral 
research and teaching experience within the Physics department at the University of Luxembourg, 
including 3 years as researcher in FP7 project SCALENANO and 2 years as the Principal Investigator of 
GALDOCHS (a 453 k€ research project funded by the FNR), where he discovered, studied and 
developed a novel methodology for extrinsic doping of PV semiconductors that enabled to refute a 
20-years old assumption on CIGS PV technology. DC joined the University of Genova after 2 years of 
Marie Curie fellowship at INL (Portugal), where he appears as the inventor of a patent that represents 
the basis of REMAP, a ca. 4M€ collaborative Pathfinder Open project funded by the European 
Innovation Council he coordinates. He has been involved in 11 projects (8 of which he coordinated or 
supervised), has authored 48 articles, served as peer reviewer for ca. 100 studies, and is inventor of 3 
other patent applications still pending. At the University of Genova, he teaches General and Inorganic 
Chemistry within the BSc degree in Biological Sciences, Eco-design of sustainable technologies within 
the MSc degree in Sustainable Polymers and Process Chemistry, and Scientific Writing within the MSc 
degree in Advanced Materials Sciences. Since 2026, he also directs SERPESS in the framework of the 
SERP Erasmus Mundus International Master programme, which aims at empowering students with 
the necessary tools to exploit their research findings through entrepreneurship activities. 
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