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Dr. Vittorio Picchio is a tenure-track researcher at Sapienza University of Rome, Department of 
Medical-Surgical Sciences and Biotechnologies. He obtained his PhD in Life Sciences from 
Sapienza University, with a research project focused on autophagy modulation in cardiac 
fibroblasts. His research focuses on cardiac fibroblasts in cardiovascular remodeling, with 
particular attention to autophagy, metabolic stress, smoking-related cardiovascular injury, 
cardiac fibrosis, and innovative therapeutic strategies. Dr. Picchio is currently Principal 
Investigator of theFIS Starting Grant project REPAIR, which aims to develop a novel 
photothermal approach against post-ischemic cardiac fibrosis. He has authored several 
publications in the field of cardiovascular biology and cardiac remodeling, and today he will 
present a lecture entitled “Cardiac Fibroblasts: From Stress Sensors to Therapeutic Targets.” 


